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their inner motive was always to rehabilitate her
intrinsic, therefore spiritual, greatness which, they
believed, was possible only in an atmosphere of
freedom. It is true that an ascetic tendency is per-
ceptible in the aim of the more recent of the religious
movements, but a deeper insight into the lives and
teachings of the two great personalities, associated
with it, reveals that they represented the awakened
soul of the race, that they were greater beyond mea-
sure than the work that stands in their names, and
that everything they did envisaged a most stupendous
work for the spiritual uplift of India and the world.
A child of the Mother, Sri Eamakrishna possessed
*a colossal spiritual rapacity by which he mastered
in an incredibly short time the truths, himself having
practised them, of every religion and of every form
of spiritual discipline, and drove straight to the divine
realisation, taking, as it were, the kingdom of heaven
by violence.' His was a finger of light that pointed
India onward along the age-old path of the Spirit,
by which only, as he and his great disciple repeated
time and again, could she arrive at the goal assigned
to her by the Dispenser of her destiny.

But Sri Ramakrishna's was an inner realisation of
the inner Divine, and life was to him a necessary
field for that. Indeed, life has no meaning if it cannot
be an expression of the Spirit. The truth of life,
therefore, lies in the discovery by man of his own,
divinity. Sri Ramakrishna saw the oneness of the
Divine and His Creative Force and called upon man